
Columbia County Board of County Commissioners 
 

Minutes of: 

May 15, 2014 

 

The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in the auditorium of the 

School Board Administrative Complex at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with prayer, and the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America followed.  

 

Commissioners in Attendance:    Stephen E. Bailey, Rusty DePratter, Bucky Nash, 

Scarlet Frisina and Chairman Ronald Williams. 

 

Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams (“CM”), 

      Asst. County Manager Ben Scott (“ACM”),  

      Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”), 

County Attorney Marlin Feagle, and  

Deputy Clerk Sandy Markham 

 

 Absent:    David Kraus (At Governor’s Hurricane Conference) 

 

 

Agenda Additions 

 

 Administrative Hearing relating to proposed rules for the establishment of MFLs. 

 Change of Board of County Commission meeting dates. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve agenda as amended.  Second by 

Commissioner Bailey.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comments 

 

 Neil Miles asked the Board that when giving consideration to purchase homes that have 

fallen victim to the floods in the Clay Hole Creek Pond area that “all” homeowners who have 

been flooded be given equal consideration. 

 

 Stewart Lilker asked that a public hearing to consider the Local Option Fuel Tax not be 

scheduled until the public is polled to determine if there is even an interest in paying the tax.  He 

also shared with the Board his opinion as to why the county should not purchase Espenship 

Utilities. 

 

Four Cents Local Option Fuel Tax – Public Hearing 

 

 The current ordinance will expire on December 31, 2014.  If the Board is interested in 

renewing this existing tax, it will need to adopt another ordinance no later than July 01, 2014.  

Should the ordinance pass, it would become effective January 01, 2015.  Attorney Feagle  

 



suggested the ordinance be enacted for at least 15-20 years. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to set a public hearing on June 05, 2014, and to 

advertise the ordinance for twenty (20) years.  Second by Commissioner Bailey.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

TD Bank Property Purchase 

Boundary Survey Map 

  

 The County has a contract with TD Bank pertaining to the extension of Real Road, and 

the Board needs to make a decision on whether to move forward with the closing on May 20, 

2014.  CM Williams gave an informational Power Point presentation relating to the property.  

Board authorization is needed in order for Attorney Feagle to establish a closing date to purchase 

the property. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner DePratter to establish a closing date.  Second by 

Commissioner Bailey. 

 

 Attorney Feagle explained the purchase of the property will be with some complexity 

relating to the ingress/egress, the water sewer easements, issues with the retention pond (shared 

maintenance & permitting), etc.  Attorney Feagle also noted that TD Bank is not willing to 

guarantee the past title history.  Therefore, the County will receive only a Special Warranty 

Deed.  The Commission was reminded, if necessary, that the County does have the power to 

begin an eminent domain lawsuit. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Building & Zoning 

Subdivision - Preliminary Plat Approval 

 

 SD #0244 - Cypress Lake Business Park – Cypress Lake Land Trust Developer (Dist. 3). 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve.  Second by Commissioner DePratter.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

 Staff requested a deletion as to the second half of consent agenda item #3 as follows:   

 
 3.  Operations Manager – Requesting extensions of current engineering contract, and adding local engineering 
company (subject to negotiations) to vendors’ list. 

 

 Staff made corrections to item #11 as follows: 

 
 11.  Clay Hole Creek Stormwater Mitigation Project – Request to update appraisals relating to Hubble  Polk Street 
Retention Pond. 
 



 Regarding item #11, staff said, “This will be the “Stormwater Mitigation Property 

Acquisition Guidelines, which are part of the “Real Property Acquisition Policy.”   

 

Additional clarification was offered on items #1, #3, and #7. 

  

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve.  Second by Commissioner Bailey.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

(1) External Budget Amendment - Operations Manager – BA #14-56 – Purchase of Three (3) 

 Pickup Trucks - $73,493.00  

 

(2) Recreation Department – Request to Approve Summer Camp Staff – Ashley 

 Holloway, Laverne Lee, Michelle Robinson, Anthony Perry, Tarona Jones 

 

(3) Operations Manager – Requesting Extensions of Current Engineering Contracts – Adding 

 Local Engineering Company (Subject to Contract Negotiations) To Vendor List 

 

(4) Operations Manager – Declaration of Junk Property – County ID #14136, Sewage Pump 

–  County ID #06707, Air Conditioner   

 

(5) Utility Permit – AT&T SE Florida – SE Newell Drive 

 

(6) Safety Manager – Approval of Revised HMGP Agreement – Sparr/Beth Road Project - 

 $1,054,500.00 (Revised Budget Modification) 

 

(7) Safety Manager – Requesting Approval for Tennant Applicant Pool and Disclose any 

 Conflict of Interest 

 

(8) Student Parent Organization of the CHS Class of 2014, Inc. – Requesting Fireworks 

 Display Permit – May 23, 2014 – Display to be Held at Columbia High Tiger  

 Stadium 

 

(9) Operations Manager – Requesting Approval for the Proposed Florida Department  of 

 Transportation Funded Projects for Fiscal Year 2017/2018: 

 

  A) SCOP: CR 250/NE Gum Swamp Road 

    CR 133/Old Country Club Road 

 

  B) CIGP:  SW Bascom Norris Drive/U.S. 90 to Lowe’s 

     Lake Shore Hospital – East Access 

 

  C) SCRAP: SW Mt. Carmel Avenue/SW Troy Street 

       CR 242/County Line to SR 247  

 

 



(10) Agreement – Economic Development Agreement (formerly Project Breeze)/Notami 

 Hospitals of Florida, Inc., dba Lake City Medical Center/Columbia County Board of 

 County Commissioners 

 

(11) Clay Hole Creek Stormwater Mitigation Project – Request to Update Appraisals 

 

(12) Utility Permit – Comcast Cable – SW Lapaz Terrace 

 

Water System Purchases  - Espenships Investment, LLC  
 

Mr. Scott Espenship, owner of the water systems for Woodgate Village and Country Dale 

Estates, has offered to sell its systems to the County in the amount of $81,000. 

 

Staff recommended a counter offer to have the owners remain in business and encourage 

them to take advantage of options that may be available to them such as applying for a rate 

increase.  However, if the issue is that they simply want to get out of the water business, then the 

systems should be donated to the county.   

 

MOTION by Commissioner DePratter to “try to keep [Espenship Investment] them in the 

business.”  Second by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Return of Aircraft Display 

 

 The aircraft display that borders I-75, closest to the U.S. 90 Exit, is on loan from the 

Department of Defense (“DoD”) to Columbia County.  This loan materialized through an 

informal arrangement with the organizers of the airshows and the previous land owner (Ray 

Sessions).   

 

The display is now in need of maintenance.  Due to a change in property ownership, the 

County no longer has legal access to the display or property for maintenance purposes.  There is 

an agreement in place that requires the County to notify the DoD if the aircraft display needs to 

be removed.  In return, the DoD will give the specific directives for removal.  

 

Staff recommended the Board notify the Department of Defense to request instructions 

for removal of the aircraft. 

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to accept staff recommendation.  Second by 

Commission Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 There was more discussion on this item at the end of the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Administrative Hearing Pertaining to Minimum Flow Levels (“MFL”) 

 

 John Dinges, Assistant Executive Director at Suwannee River Water Management 

District addressed the Board regarding MFLs.  He discussed SRWMD’s desire to have the 

County file as an “intervener” in the upcoming administrative hearing regarding changes to the 

proposed rules for the establishment of MFL’s.   

 

There was discussion that the expected cost for retaining Sniffen & Spellman, P.A. to 

represent Columbia County’s position will cost approximately $3,000.    

 

 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to authorize up to $5,000 on attorney fees.  Second by 

Commissioner DePratter.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Change/Consolidate Board Meeting Date(s) 

 

 Four commissioners are scheduled to attend the annual meeting of the Florida 

Association of Counties scheduled June 17-20.  The Board considered changing the regular 

scheduled meeting that would be held on June 19, 2014. 

 

 MOTION to consolidate the June 19
th

 and the July 03
rd

 meeting into one meeting to be 

held on June 23, 2014.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Stewart Lilker addressed the Board regarding times the public is allowed to offer 

comment during the course of a meeting.  He also voiced opposition to returning the aircraft 

display discussed earlier in the meeting.    

 

L.J. Johnson also voiced opposition to removing the airplane display. 

 

Ralph Kitchens suggested the County look into refurbishing the airplane display. 

 

Aircraft Display 

 

 Should a decision be made to keep the aircraft display, the County would have to acquire 

access to the property where the display is now located or make arrangements for relocating the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



display to property that the County has the right to access.   

 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

      ________________________________ 

      Ronald Williams, Chairman 

__________________________  Board of County Commissioners 

P. DeWitt Cason 

Clerk of Circuit Courts 

 

 
 


